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BDSIP SPOTLIGHTBDSIP SPOTLIGHT
Supporting Neurodivergent
Learners

A new book, It Takes All Kinds
of Minds: Fostering
Neurodivergent Thriving at
School (2026), edited by
Rachael Davis, Claire O’Neill
and Sue Fletcher-Watson, has
been published, and includes
a chapter by Gareth titled
Creating Inclusive Learning
Spaces for Neurodivergent
Young People: A Personal
Journey, 30 Years in the
Making.

The book brings together contributions from leading voices and offers valuable insight
for SENCos, aspiring leaders, and all staff interested in inclusive practice.
💷 Discounts available:

30% off using code GDM30 at checkout

If you would like to explore bulk purchase options or be put in touch with the publisher,
please get in touch.



Spotlighted EventsSpotlighted Events

SENCO Network

Tues 13 January,
2:30pm

Click Here

Secondary Deputy
Heads Network

Tues 15 January, 
2pm

Click Here

https://cademy.io/embed/bdsip/senco-network
https://cademy.io/embed/bdsip/secondary-deputy-heads-network


“Go All In” Campaign“Go All In” Campaign
📚Go All In is a new national initiative from the National Literacy
Trust and DfE, encouraging everyone to “If you’re into it, read into
it.”

The campaign aims to reignite reading for pleasure, making it
relevant and enjoyable beyond the classroom, aligning closely
with our literacy priorities in LBBD.

It supports BDSIP’s work by offering national visibility, upcoming
resources, challenges, and webinars, and opportunities to
collaborate with schools, libraries, and families.

Further campaign materials will be shared throughout 2026.

Click here to find out more.

https://www.goallin.org.uk/?utm_campaign=3931590_Stakeholder%20Comms%20-%20November%20Update&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Service%20Account%20&dm_i=7RFN,2C9MU,4GI4FZ,4KPKF,1


Trust Leadership Today with Paul ClaydonTrust Leadership Today with Paul Claydon
Paul Claydon seeks
inspiration from
football managers as
he looks at how
MATs can capitalise
on their relationships
with local authority
partners.
Click here to read the
rest of the article

To hear more from Paul, sign up for our Inclusive Leadership: Leading
for Equity, Belonging, and Achievement CPD session, click here to
sign up.

https://www.schoolmanagementplus.com/publications/trust-leadership-today/trust-leadership-today-summer-2025/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/928-inclusive-leadership-leading-for-equity-belonging-and-achievement/


CPD Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri

UPCOMING CPD
Click on the course titles to learn more and register



w/c 5 
January

EDM Spring Census
Workshop

Arbor Admin – Spring
Census Support

Workshop

w/c 12 
January SENCO Network

Governor
Accredited

Programme (GAP)
Module 4: Enabling
equality, diversity
and inclusion: ‘A
fairer system for

all’
-------------------------

Secondary Deputy
Heads Network

w/c 26
January

Primary English
Subject Leader

Briefing

w/c 2
February

 Secondary Religious
Education Network

Meeting
--------------------------------

Training to Assess
Writing in Year 6

 Inspire and
Develop the

Vulnerable Writer

w/c 10
February

Primary English
Subject Leader

Briefing

w/c 23
February

Primary Religious
Education Network

Meeting

Governor Accredited
Programme (GAP)

Module 5

Mastering Physics
Required

Practicals: AQA
Combined Science

Paper 2 Made
Simple

w/c 9
March

Primary Maths
Professional Learning

Network

Governor
Accredited

Programme (GAP)
Module 6:

Preparing for
Ofsted – ‘How to

demonstrate
impact of

governance to
inspectors’

This calendar shows the upcoming CPD for the term ahead, further dates
can be found via our website

https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/883-edm-spring-census-workshop/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/883-edm-spring-census-workshop/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/924-arbor-admin-spring-census-support-workshop/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/924-arbor-admin-spring-census-support-workshop/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/924-arbor-admin-spring-census-support-workshop/
https://cademy.io/embed/bdsip/senco-network
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/873-governor-accredited-programme-gap-module-4-enabling-equality-diversity-and-inclusion-a-fairer-system-for-all/
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https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/873-governor-accredited-programme-gap-module-4-enabling-equality-diversity-and-inclusion-a-fairer-system-for-all/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/873-governor-accredited-programme-gap-module-4-enabling-equality-diversity-and-inclusion-a-fairer-system-for-all/
https://cademy.io/embed/bdsip/secondary-deputy-heads-network
https://cademy.io/embed/bdsip/secondary-deputy-heads-network
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/939-primary-english-subject-leader-briefing/
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https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/708-primary-religious-education-network-meeting/
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https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/875-governor-accredited-programme-gap-module-6-preparing-for-ofsted-how-to-demonstrate-impact-of-governance-to-inspectors/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/875-governor-accredited-programme-gap-module-6-preparing-for-ofsted-how-to-demonstrate-impact-of-governance-to-inspectors/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/875-governor-accredited-programme-gap-module-6-preparing-for-ofsted-how-to-demonstrate-impact-of-governance-to-inspectors/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/875-governor-accredited-programme-gap-module-6-preparing-for-ofsted-how-to-demonstrate-impact-of-governance-to-inspectors/
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https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/875-governor-accredited-programme-gap-module-6-preparing-for-ofsted-how-to-demonstrate-impact-of-governance-to-inspectors/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/875-governor-accredited-programme-gap-module-6-preparing-for-ofsted-how-to-demonstrate-impact-of-governance-to-inspectors/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/875-governor-accredited-programme-gap-module-6-preparing-for-ofsted-how-to-demonstrate-impact-of-governance-to-inspectors/
https://bdsip.co.uk/cpd/


B&D RE Autumn Term NewsletterB&D RE Autumn Term Newsletter
📅 B&D Dates for Your Diaries

Junior RE Conference
A unique leadership and dialogue experience for Y4/5 pupils and
teachers.
Dates: 20th Mar 2026 & 7th May 2026
Book: nnadeem@bdcs.org.uk

Please find in our BDSIP resources:
Summary Advice for Schools on Ramadan 2025
A Briefing Paper on Ramadan by B&D SACRE for Schools 2025
RE Agreed Syllabus for Barking and Dagenham 2025

Please click here for the Autumn Newsletter.

https://bdsip.co.uk/resources/re-agreed-syllabus-for-barking-and-dagenham-2025-2-2/
https://bdsip.co.uk/resources/re-agreed-syllabus-for-barking-and-dagenham-2025/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1B_Djnokq0bddarFcwAvCb1OjIBWOb_KbYNG3tvYrOeM/edit?usp=sharing


B&D Educational Visits GuidanceB&D Educational Visits Guidance
All maintained and voluntary controlled schools must follow OEAP
national guidance, have a trained Educational Visits Co-ordinator
(EVC), and gain Local Authority approval for higher-risk trips.

Schools should ensure robust risk assessments, use licensed
providers, and record all visits on EVOLVE. EVC training is renewed
every 3 years, and audits are carried out every 3–4 years.

For advice or training, contact educationcoreteam@lbbd.gov.uk.

Click here to read the full guidance.

https://bdsip.co.uk/barking-and-dagenham-educational-visits-guidance/


CONTACT USCONTACT US
All feedback and questions are welcome. If you have any queries
about any aspects of this briefing or any wider issues, please use
the contacts below:

Lee Boyce, Chief Executive – Lee.Boyce@bdsip.co.uk 
Paul Claydon, Deputy Chief Executive – Paul.Claydon@bdsip.co.uk 
Nicole Leah, Director of Learning  – Nicole.Leah@bdsip.co.uk 

General enquiries – info@bdsip.co.uk 
CPD enquiries – cpdevents@bdsip.co.uk 



USEFUL RESOURCESUSEFUL RESOURCES
IMITATE OR REPEAT AFTER THE CHILD

  WRITE BACK: 10 YEARS ON

      FREE PARENT ONLINE SAFETY TOOLKIT

         ONLINE NATION 2025

            FREE SCIENCE OF READING CALENDAR!
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Imitate or Repeat After the Child
January’s Speech, Language and
Communication Top Tip

Imitate or Repeat After the Child
January’s Speech, Language and
Communication Top Tip

Imitate and say (or do) what the
child does. This creates a lovely
back and forth between the adult
and the child and is a great way to
support them in practicing and
expanding their communication. 

By imitating, you’re telling your
child: “I hear you, and what you
say is important!”

This is a lovely way to make
communication fun and rewarding.

As always, share far and wide- and
enjoy!



Ink Ignites Change
We launch our very own Write Back
short film to inspire a new generation
of young writers.

👉 Read more here.

Write Back: 10 Years On
A Decade of Storytelling in Barking &
Dagenham

Write Back: 10 Years On
A Decade of Storytelling in Barking &
Dagenham

10 Years of Storytelling in Barking and
Dagenham
As we celebrate 10 years of storytelling
we look to learn from all those who made
the last decade possible.

👉 Read more here.

School-Based Programmes
Alongside our work in Future Youth Zone
we are now delivering our storytelling
programme directly in schools.

👉 Read more here.

https://g3j1.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=69173914d9c8763d5dfb0283&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.write-back.org%2Fnews%2F2025%2F11%2F10%2Fink-ignites-change%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D6911db5cffbfda2fc063d2a6%26ss_email_id%3D69173914d9c8763d5dfb0283%26ss_campaign_name%3DA%2BWrite%2BBack%2Bshort%2Bfilm%2Band%2Ba%2B10%2Byear%2Banniversary%2521%26ss_campaign_sent_date%3D2025-11-14T14%253A13%253A53Z&w=5c717985a568276f524f6db6&c=b_6911db5cffbfda2fc063d2a6&l=en-US&s=dkI8CT4MWeW0wUqlpHK_66qgQAE%3D
https://g3j1.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=69173914d9c8763d5dfb0283&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.write-back.org%2Fnews%2F2025%2F11%2F10%2F10-years-of-storytelling-in-barking-and-dagenham%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D6911db5cffbfda2fc063d2a6%26ss_email_id%3D69173914d9c8763d5dfb0283%26ss_campaign_name%3DA%2BWrite%2BBack%2Bshort%2Bfilm%2Band%2Ba%2B10%2Byear%2Banniversary%2521%26ss_campaign_sent_date%3D2025-11-14T14%253A13%253A53Z&w=5c717985a568276f524f6db6&c=b_6911db5cffbfda2fc063d2a6&l=en-US&s=W_e2SGPyAZs0hlOmyDJ253Mquco%3D
https://g3j1.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=69173914d9c8763d5dfb0283&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.write-back.org%2Fnews%2F2025%2F11%2F10%2Fschools-based-programmes%3Fss_source%3Dsscampaigns%26ss_campaign_id%3D6911db5cffbfda2fc063d2a6%26ss_email_id%3D69173914d9c8763d5dfb0283%26ss_campaign_name%3DA%2BWrite%2BBack%2Bshort%2Bfilm%2Band%2Ba%2B10%2Byear%2Banniversary%2521%26ss_campaign_sent_date%3D2025-11-14T14%253A13%253A53Z&w=5c717985a568276f524f6db6&c=b_6911db5cffbfda2fc063d2a6&l=en-US&s=4CsSp3fW1rVF7A3S6R8S56aKW1k%3D


Support parents with a ready-to-use
toolkit designed to help schools run
effective online safety sessions.

📦 What’s included:
Up-to-date guidance on generative
AI, social media and gaming
Practical tips, activities and
discussion prompts
A customisable slide pack to engage
parents
Support for promoting safe and
healthy device use

🎥 Watch the accompanying webinar for
a walkthrough of the slides and delivery
tips.

⬇️ Download the Parent Toolkit
▶️ Watch the Webinar

FREE Parent Online Safety Toolkit
Latest Safeguarding Updates, Training and
Resources

FREE Parent Online Safety Toolkit
Latest Safeguarding Updates, Training and
Resources

https://viewonline.lgfl.net/e3t/Ctc/U+113/cRzC104/VWJHsp2Bb1yKW6bBTXQ91f0r0W91lZlN5GW1zTN80643x3qgz0W7Y8-PT6lZ3pyW1LWqMN74_hlkW4FzHD87c2LrZW1QtxXW3ZHLtgW29Y7RM2PxjjrW4FMHjB4T8f9bW50gQnf5cVVn1W6258PF2J_s1nW30Cmvv8w_XdYW6NKzwt26vHlRVJg77k73RB24W3G5tbL8j2v1rW7JFXXR3g2hwmW5LVqGH7WDGWQTXSKm182cs4N38fzr1tV5dFW1-CqZK6mYRPjW4xcn1v6fbJG2W25ZWJ25S1p5ZW4ls7M23F1rspW1jNWtS7xkwb4W2L__c25_swPFW6RfJ087k_1QrW8xsb5F31w6T3W5S4MSy3vlgLZW3vNnNt3R0sw5W4LSmR71mQ7C8f6s5_VP04
https://viewonline.lgfl.net/e3t/Ctc/U+113/cRzC104/VWJHsp2Bb1yKW6bBTXQ91f0r0W91lZlN5GW1zTN80642Y3qgz0W6N1vHY6lZ3pVW9kHdXj1DKJJSW8N7mFF5gcMf-W93VRLt1SRN_sW7m4F9t3NmW6sW6CJWyk20XHl-W5JRknb4WnMsNW1ns2FR3LDyZ8W37Mjf68qmr33W72fCN99fH0MnW7Vbrcs3WQvK8W29rWzZ4yffH3W7yL8_m1Hj0YgW62nGyK1pP52nW58dJbH9000FCW2bBdnt4MkPSpW83yMSb8m-5pxVfxXXN5w0zf7W7nxSbX3RHhbdW4gVnFp1xMS1tV7Pssn6xc0TFW3Dl2rN61RrbZW8VNsrK5TYsZWf5tnM-s04


Online Nation 2025

How UK Adults Use the Internet

Online Nation 2025
How UK Adults Use the Internet
Online Nation is Ofcom’s annual report exploring how people use the
internet, the platforms they rely on, and their experiences online.

⏱️ Time online: UK adults spend 4.5 hours a day online; 18–24s spend the
most
📱 Devices: Smartphones account for 77% of online time
🌍 Access: 95% of adults have home internet; 1 in 5 aged 75+ do not
📺 Platforms: Google/YouTube and Meta apps make up over half of online time
🤖 AI use: Tools like ChatGPT are growing rapidly, with AI now built into search
📰 News: 97% of adults access news online; the BBC remains most used
⚠️ Safety: 37% encountered upsetting content; 48% want stronger online
protections

The report highlights increasing digital reliance, rising use of AI, and growing
concern about online harms.

👉 Click here to read the full report.

https://www.ofcom.org.uk/siteassets/resources/documents/research-and-data/online-research/online-nation/2025/online-nations-report-2025.pdf?v=409414


Science of Reading Planning Calendar
Plan Smarter with Expert Literacy Tips
Science of Reading Planning Calendar
Plan Smarter with Expert Literacy Tips
Plan with confidence and get expert
tips using this free, printable Science
of Reading calendar—designed to use
year after year.

What’s included:
🗓 Space for daily and weekly
planning
🎯 A section to track monthly
goals
📘 A recommended PD book each
month
⭐ Quick tips from Literacy All-
Stars on key science of reading
topics

📝 Complete a short form here to
download your free calendar.

https://brookespublishing.com/campaigns/free-science-of-reading-planning-calendar/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=exacttarget&utm_campaign=12092025-lit-litcamp-noauthor-promo-multi


NATIONAL GUIDANCENATIONAL GUIDANCE
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL INSPECTION

  SCHOOL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

     GENDER PAY GAP 2025

        JOIN OUR TEACHER VOICE SURVEY PANEL
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DFE: Independent School Inspection: Toolkit,
Operating Guides and Information
Guidance - 18 December 2025

DFE: Independent School Inspection: Toolkit,
Operating Guides and Information
Guidance - 18 December 2025

Details:
This guidance brings together key information on non-association independent
school inspections in England, including the inspection toolkit, operating guides for
standard and additional inspections, and information for schools, parents, and the
public. It will replace the current independent schools inspection handbooks from
January 2026.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/690b192b14b040dfe82922d6/Independent_schools_inspection_toolkit.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independent-school-inspection-toolkit-operating-guide-and-information/operating-guide-for-standard-inspections-of-non-association-independent-schools-for-use-from-january-2026
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independent-school-inspection-toolkit-operating-guide-and-information/inspection-information-for-non-association-independent-schools-for-use-from-january-2026
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independent-school-inspection-toolkit-operating-guide-and-information/operating-guide-for-additional-inspections-of-non-association-independent-schools-for-use-from-january-2026
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independent-school-inspection-toolkit-operating-guide-and-information?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=efe72ce6-5e4b-49bc-b508-b088af490bf0&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/independent-school-inspection-toolkit-operating-guide-and-information?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=efe72ce6-5e4b-49bc-b508-b088af490bf0&utm_content=weekly


DFE: School Resource Management Self-assessment
Checklist
Guidance - 16 December 2025

DFE: School Resource Management Self-assessment
Checklist
Guidance - 16 December 2025

Submit your self-assessment checklist
Academy trusts with an open academy must complete the self-assessment
checklist annually using the online form and DfE login details (not IDAMS).
The checklist helps trust boards:
✔️ Check financial management and governance arrangements
✔️ Confirm standards for good financial health and resource
management
✔️ Identify improvements to support high-quality teaching and pupil
outcomes

It also provides assurance to the DfE that appropriate systems and
processes are in place.

Click here to read more.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/school-resource-management-self-assessment-checklist?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=3c46cc8f-10b3-410a-8780-6095107286f5&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/school-resource-management-self-assessment-checklist?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=3c46cc8f-10b3-410a-8780-6095107286f5&utm_content=weekly
https://form-sso.education.gov.uk/en/service/srmsa-form
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/school-resource-management-self-assessment-checklist?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=3c46cc8f-10b3-410a-8780-6095107286f5&utm_content=weekly


DFE: Department for Education gender pay gap 2025
Transparency Data - 16 December 2025
DFE: Department for Education gender pay gap 2025
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Details
The gender pay gap is an equality measure that shows the difference in
average earnings between women and men.
Gender pay gap legislation requires all employers of 250 or more employees
to publish their data.
DfE’s pay approach supports the fair treatment and reward of all staff
irrespective of gender.
Further gender pay gap reporting data is available.

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6941739af06510882253754d/2025_gender_pay_gap_report_.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/department-for-education-gender-pay-gap-2025?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=e5f110b3-b9ae-4744-83da-594e352101cd&utm_content=weekly
https://gender-pay-gap.service.gov.uk/
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What it is:
 A national survey run by NFER across publicly funded primary and secondary
schools in England, capturing teachers’ experiences on topics such as
curriculum change and post-Covid recovery.

What’s involved:
📝 Online surveys 3 times a year (Autumn, Spring, Summer)
📱 Complete on a computer, tablet, or smartphone
🎁 £5 voucher or option to donate £5 to charity per survey
📊 Access to reports and findings where available

Who can take part:
👩‍🏫 All teachers, from ECTs to Headteachers, in state-funded schools
(including academies)

Teacher Voice findings are regularly used by organisations such as the DfE,
Sutton Trust and Book Trust, and help shape national debate.

 Sign up here to take part and have your voice heard.

https://www.nfer.ac.uk/for-schools/participate-in-research/join-our-teacher-voice-survey-panel/?utm_campaign=525086_Round%20Up%20Autumn%202%2025%2F26&utm_medium=email&utm_source=dotdigital&utm_content=CampaignVersion_0&dm_i=7IN9,B95Q,1ZG46W,1HMQ7,1
https://www.nfer.ac.uk/for-schools/participate-in-research/join-our-teacher-voice-survey-panel/?utm_campaign=525086_Round%20Up%20Autumn%202%2025%2F26&utm_medium=email&utm_source=dotdigital&utm_content=CampaignVersion_0&dm_i=7IN9,B95Q,1ZG46W,1HMQ7,1
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