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Spotlighted EventsSpotlighted Events

Secondary
Economics

Network

Mon 15 December,
2pm

Click Here

EDM Spring Census
Workshop

Tues 6 January,
5:30pm

Click Here

https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/846-secondary-economics-network/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/883-edm-spring-census-workshop/


Trust Leadership Today with Paul ClaydonTrust Leadership Today with Paul Claydon
Paul Claydon seeks
inspiration from
football managers as
he looks at how
MATs can capitalise
on their relationships
with local authority
partners.
Click here to read the
rest of the article

To hear more from Paul, sign up for our Inclusive Leadership: Leading
for Equity, Belonging, and Achievement CPD session, click here to
sign up.

https://www.schoolmanagementplus.com/publications/trust-leadership-today/trust-leadership-today-summer-2025/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/928-inclusive-leadership-leading-for-equity-belonging-and-achievement/


CPD Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri

UPCOMING CPD
Click on the course titles to learn more and register



w/c 8 
December

 Primary
Technicians

Network Meeting

Governor Accredited
Programme (GAP)

Module 3: Safeguarding
– ‘Understanding and
promoting a culture of

vigilance’

w/c 15 
December

Secondary
Economics

Network

w/c 5 
January

EDM Spring Census
Workshop

Arbor Admin – Spring
Census Support

Workshop

w/c 12 
January

Governor
Accredited

Programme (GAP)
Module 4: Enabling
equality, diversity
and inclusion: ‘A
fairer system for

all’

w/c 26
January

Primary English
Subject Leader

Briefing

w/c 2
February

 Secondary Religious
Education Network

Meeting
--------------------------------

Training to Assess
Writing in Year 6

 Inspire and
Develop the

Vulnerable Writer

w/c 10
February

Primary English
Subject Leader

Briefing

w/c 23
February

Primary Religious
Education Network

Meeting

Governor Accredited
Programme (GAP)

Module 5

w/c 9
March

Primary Maths
Professional Learning

Network

Governor
Accredited

Programme (GAP)
Module 6:

Preparing for
Ofsted – ‘How to

demonstrate
impact of

governance to
inspectors’

This calendar shows the upcoming CPD for the term ahead, further dates
can be found via our website
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B&D RE Autumn Term NewsletterB&D RE Autumn Term Newsletter
📅 B&D Dates for Your Diaries

Junior RE Conference
A unique leadership and dialogue experience for Y4/5 pupils and
teachers.
Dates: 20th Mar 2026 & 7th May 2026
Book: nnadeem@bdcs.org.uk

Please find in our BDSIP resources:
Summary Advice for Schools on Ramadan 2025
A Briefing Paper on Ramadan by B&D SACRE for Schools 2025
RE Agreed Syllabus for Barking and Dagenham 2025

Please click here for the Autumn Newsletter.

https://bdsip.co.uk/resources/re-agreed-syllabus-for-barking-and-dagenham-2025-2-2/
https://bdsip.co.uk/resources/re-agreed-syllabus-for-barking-and-dagenham-2025/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1B_Djnokq0bddarFcwAvCb1OjIBWOb_KbYNG3tvYrOeM/edit?usp=sharing


B&D Educational Visits GuidanceB&D Educational Visits Guidance
All maintained and voluntary controlled schools must follow OEAP
national guidance, have a trained Educational Visits Co-ordinator
(EVC), and gain Local Authority approval for higher-risk trips.

Schools should ensure robust risk assessments, use licensed
providers, and record all visits on EVOLVE. EVC training is renewed
every 3 years, and audits are carried out every 3–4 years.

For advice or training, contact educationcoreteam@lbbd.gov.uk.

Click here to read the full guidance.

https://bdsip.co.uk/barking-and-dagenham-educational-visits-guidance/


CONTACT USCONTACT US
All feedback and questions are welcome. If you have any queries
about any aspects of this briefing or any wider issues, please use
the contacts below:

Lee Boyce, Chief Executive – Lee.Boyce@bdsip.co.uk 
Paul Claydon, Deputy Chief Executive – Paul.Claydon@bdsip.co.uk 
Nicole Leah, Director of Learning  – Nicole.Leah@bdsip.co.uk 

General enquiries – info@bdsip.co.uk 
CPD enquiries – cpdevents@bdsip.co.uk 



USEFUL RESOURCESUSEFUL RESOURCES
DECEMBER SPEECH AND LANGUAGE STRATEGY

   ADELA KAY’S DECEMBER RESEARCH

      FREE* FESTIVE ACTIVITIES FOR THE KIDS!

         TACKLING ANTISEMITISM & ISLAMOPHOBIA
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December Speech and Language Strategy
Read and Tell Stories 
December Speech and Language Strategy
Read and Tell Stories 

Please see attached the Speech,
Language and Communication
Strategy of the Month for
December: Read and Tell Stories 
 
As we approach the Year of
Reading, there’s no better time to
embrace the power of storytelling. 

Reading and sharing stories with
children is more than just fun- it’s a
proven way to boost vocabulary,
attention, imagination, and
confidence. 

Share this tip with families,
colleagues, and friends. Encourage
everyone to read and tell stories
daily. Together, we can build a
culture of reading that supports
every child’s development.



Adela Kay’s December Research
Elective Home Education, Child Sexual Abuse,
Attendance and More

Adela Kay’s December Research
Elective Home Education, Child Sexual Abuse,
Attendance and More
Adela Kay, Assistant Headteacher at
Aspire Virtual School, has conducted in-
depth research on a variety of pressing
issues affecting children and young
people within our community.

This month, Adela examines key
developments shaping the experiences of
children and young people, including
home education safeguarding challenges,
attendance and attainment patterns,
delays in child sexual abuse cases,
support for children with complex needs,
relational practice, brain injuries in youth
justice, and outcomes for children in care.

Below you’ll find summaries and links to
the latest research and reports relevant
to our work with children and families.



FREE* Festive Activities and Days Out for the Kids!
Barking & Dagenham Holiday Activities
FREE* Festive Activities and Days Out for the Kids!
Barking & Dagenham Holiday Activities

⭐Bookings open on 22nd of
November at Midday. Feel free to
browse and register your
interest. HAF Holiday Activities
are free for children who receive
Benefit Related Free School
Meals. 

🎁Each child can book up to 4
sessions this Christmas. There
are also some paid activities for
children who are not eligible. 

We look forward to welcoming
your child.

Click here to book.

https://eequ.org/collections/iframe/barkinganddagenhamholidayactivities?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://eequ.org/collections/iframe/barkinganddagenhamholidayactivities?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=


Tackling Antisemitism & Islamophobia
Support for Schools in Barking & Dagenham
Tackling Antisemitism & Islamophobia
Support for Schools in Barking & Dagenham
We are seeing a worrying rise in
antisemitism and Islamophobia
nationally, which can directly affect
the atmosphere and safety of our
schools. These forms of prejudice,
whether obvious or subtle, harm
inclusion and wellbeing across our
communities.

In B&D, we recognise that staff need
clear guidance to identify, challenge,
and respond to these issues.

📘 For advice, strategies and practical
support, please see our SACRE
newsletter on prejudice:
 
👉 Click here to read it.

https://bdsip.co.uk/guidance-on-addressing-antisemitism-and-islamophobia/


NATIONAL GUIDANCENATIONAL GUIDANCE
MAXIMISING VALUE FOR PUPILS

  GOVERNMENT LAUNCHES NATIONAL CONVERSATION

      ACHIEVING BETTER VALUE WHEN BUYING

        IMPROVE DIGITAL AND FINANCIAL PLANNING
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DFE: Maximising Value for Pupils
Policy Paper - 4 December 2025
DFE: Maximising Value for Pupils
Policy Paper - 4 December 2025

Details
Information about the Maximising value for pupils programme, which tackles
systemic barriers and supports schools and trusts to allocate resource
effectively across 4 pillars:

commercial
assets
workforce
developing capability, including digital and commercial

It explains current initiatives, future plans and practical tools to help schools
and trusts secure better deals, optimise budgets and reinvest savings to
improve education for all children.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/maximising-value-for-pupils/maximising-value-for-pupils
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/maximising-value-for-pupils?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=535f5ee6-aeb6-4dd3-b13e-dece29c8d38b&utm_content=weekly


DFE: Government launches national conversation on
SEND
Press Release - 2 December 2025

DFE: Government launches national conversation on
SEND
Press Release - 2 December 2025

The government is launching a major national engagement campaign to
place parents at the heart of SEND reform.

What’s planned:
9 in-person and 5 online events across the country
Thousands of opportunities for families to share their experiences

Focus areas:
Early intervention
Local and inclusive provision
Fair, consistent support
Evidence-based practice
Strong collaboration across services

Parents can also share views on proposals such as written support
records, independent advocacy, and a national SEND support framework.

Click here to read more.

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-launches-national-conversation-on-send?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=603818b2-2c2c-4915-b768-203554bd0b49&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-launches-national-conversation-on-send?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=603818b2-2c2c-4915-b768-203554bd0b49&utm_content=weekly


DFE: Achieving better value when buying
Guidance - 4 December 2025

DFE: Achieving better value when buying
Guidance - 4 December 2025
DfE provides tools and guidance to help schools and trusts secure better
value for money when buying goods, services, and energy.

Key Support Services:
⚡ Energy for Schools: Helps state-funded schools join DfE’s energy contract
for best value, reduced risk, and a simpler buying process.
🛡️ Risk Protection Arrangement (RPA): An alternative to commercial
insurance offering financial protection, cyber cover, and staff support.
🛒 Get Help Buying for Schools: Free procurement support helping schools
buy compliantly, save time, and secure good value. Over 5,000 schools have
already benefited.

Stay Updated:
Follow Buying for Schools on LinkedIn
Read the Buying for Schools blog for news and guidance

Useful Links:
Get Help Buying for Schools
DfE Energy for Schools

Click here to read more.

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/achieving-better-value-when-buying?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=67e0d377-8ac3-4db5-b0df-5356abc21b16&utm_content=weekly
https://www.get-help-buying-for-schools.service.gov.uk/energy/start
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/join-the-risk-protection-arrangement-rpa-for-schools
https://get-help-buying-for-schools.education.gov.uk/
https://get-help-buying-for-schools.education.gov.uk/
https://buyingforschools.blog.gov.uk/
https://bit.ly/buyingsolution
https://www.get-help-buying-for-schools.service.gov.uk/energy/start
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/achieving-better-value-when-buying?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=67e0d377-8ac3-4db5-b0df-5356abc21b16&utm_content=weekly


DFE: Improve your School's and Trust's Digital and
Financial Planning
Press Release - 4 December 2025

DFE: Improve your School's and Trust's Digital and
Financial Planning
Press Release - 4 December 2025
DfE provides tools and guidance to help schools and trusts strengthen
their technology, AI use, and financial planning.
🧭 Technology Planning

Use Plan Technology for Your School for tailored advice
Follow Digital & Technology Standards for safe, cost-efficient
decisions

🤖 Artificial Intelligence
Guidance on using generative AI to reduce workload and personalise
learning
Part of the national AI Opportunities Action Plan

💷 Financial Planning
Benchmark spending with FBIT
Identify savings and plan staffing more effectively

🧑‍🏫 SRMA Support
Free, expert advice from School Resource Management Advisers

📌 Click here to read more

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/improve-your-schools-and-trusts-digital-and-financial-planning?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=5d5cdca7-2bdb-4e7d-9b1d-d3bacd2fc13f&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/improve-your-schools-and-trusts-digital-and-financial-planning?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=5d5cdca7-2bdb-4e7d-9b1d-d3bacd2fc13f&utm_content=weekly
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/plan-technology-for-your-school?utm_source=GHB4S&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GHB4S&utm_id=GHB4S
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/meeting-digital-and-technology-standards-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/generative-artificial-intelligence-in-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ai-opportunities-action-plan/ai-opportunities-action-plan
https://financial-benchmarking-and-insights-tool.education.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-school-resource-management-advisers-srma-programme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/improve-your-schools-and-trusts-digital-and-financial-planning?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=5d5cdca7-2bdb-4e7d-9b1d-d3bacd2fc13f&utm_content=weekly
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