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Introduction BDSIP -

e We are providing regular weekly briefings which round up and summarise the advice and guidance issued by
DfE and more broadly.

e The aim is to make communication manageable and clear, helping school leaders and governors to filter
relevant information efficiently and effectively. In this briefing you will find a round-up of all the latest advice
and guidance so you can feel confident you have all the updates since the previous briefing.

e There are typically five sections to this briefing:
 National guidance
e BDSIP updates
e Horizons (as relevant)

e Additional resources

Lee Boyce

Chief Executive, BDSIP
Lee.Boyce@bdsip.co.uk



mailto:Lee.Boyce@bdsip.co.uk

Table of contents BDSIP o

The Table of Contents is designed to help you navigate the weekly briefing quickly and easily. Click on the slide or section title to take you
directly to that slide. You can also click on the ‘Back to Table of Contents’ on the top right-hand side of each page to bring you directly back to
this pagel

National Guidance BDSIP Updates Additional Resources

A Additional support materials for GCSE exams A BDSIP CPD — November -December A Speech and Language UK - No Pens Day
in 2024 A BDSIP CPD — January - February A STEM: Protect Our Planet Day

A A level and other 16 to 18 results: 2023 A SEND and Inclusion Conference A STEM: Investigations Advent Calendar
(provisional) A Health Education Partnership

A 2,500 new places on artificial intelligence A Samsung’s Solve for Tomorrow Competition
and data science conversion courses now 2023/24
open to applicants A Free Reading Resources from Bookmark

A Ofsted blog: Improving school attendance A City University of London UniFocus Day

A Ofsted blog: How we inspect safequarding in Programme
schools A BRIT Kids Kings Cross Creative and

A Round-ups Performing Arts Classes

A Inthe news... A Removing barriers to education webinar

A The Economist Educational Foundation

A Durham University survey of teacher
experiences in England

A FFT: Are pupils who live further away from
their school absent more often?

A Al tool of the week

Contact
Us




HELPING
STUDENTS
SHINE




Back to

Additional support materials for GCSE

exams in 2024

HELPING Table of
BDSIP i
SHINE

DfE — Additional support materials for GCSE exams in 2024 — Press release — published 16 November 2023

A The Department has asked Ofqual to make arrangements to continue providing formulae and equation sheets

for GCSE exams in 2024.

Students set to sit their GCSE exams in 2024 could receive additional support
materials, as the Department for Education (DfE) asks Ofqual to make
arrangements to continue providing formulae and equation sheets for one
more year.

Following a consultation, the proposal would see students provided with
enhanced formulae and equation sheets to support them in mathematics,
physics, and combined science GCSEs, as was the case for 2023 exams. This
means students will not have to memorise formulae, as they need to in a
normal year.

These proposed arrangements recognise the disruption this cohort of students
experienced during their secondary education due to national school closures
during the pandemic while these pupils were in year 7 and 8.

Ofqual is launching a consultation on this today (Thursday 16 November) to get
insight from the sector on introducing this expectation, and it will run for two
weeks, ending on 30 November 2023 at 11:45pm.

Read the full press release here.

2024 will be the final year where enhanced formulae and equation

sheets will be available, returning to normal exam arrangements in
2025.

The department’s decision on arrangements for 2025 reflect that
those pupils will have had the opportunity to benefit from more time in
secondary school with support from teachers and interventions such
as the national tutoring programme, compared to students from the
previous two cohorts.

The government has invested nearly £5 billion to support students’
recovery from the impact of the pandemic, including £1.5 billion for
tutoring programmes and almost £2 billion in direct funding, largely
targeted at those that need help most.


https://www.gov.uk/government/news/additional-support-materials-for-gcse-exams-in-2024?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=8345bf76-1cba-4b59-858a-f14d3b5c7d7b&utm_content=immediately
https://ofqual.citizenspace.com/public/gcse-maths-physics-and-combined-science-in-2024
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/additional-support-materials-for-gcse-exams-in-2024?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=8345bf76-1cba-4b59-858a-f14d3b5c7d7b&utm_content=immediately
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A level and other 16 to 18 results: 2023
(provisional)

BDSIP

DfE — A level and other 16 to 18 results: 2023 (provisional) — National statistics — published 16 Nov 2023
A The attainment of students at the end of their 16 to 18 study in England.

Headline facts and figures -2022/23

Details

Provisional information on the overall achievement of students at the end
of their 16 to 18 study in England by the end of the 2022 to 2023
academic yeatr.

This includes:

A A levels and other academic level 3 qualifications

A applied general and tech levels at level 3 A
A technical certificate qualifications at level 2

Average Alevelresult

Anincrease from C+in 2018/19 (33.77

Average applied general result

Merit+

This is the same as in 2018/19 (28.37
points to 29.56 points)

Average tech levelresult

Merit+

This is the same as in 2018/19 (28.43

points to 35.16 points) points to 28.51 points)

P What is this? P What is this? P What is this?

Average point score per entry (APS) is lower than 2021/22, across all
cohorts. This is as expected with the return to pre-pandemic grading.

A Gaps between disadvantaged and non-disadvantaged students have

In 2022/23 there was a return to pre-pandemic standards for GCSEs, AS
and A levels, with protection built into the grading process to recognise A
the disruption that students have faced. For VTQs that are taken

alongside, or instead of, GCSEs and A levels, there was also areturnto A
pre-pandemic standards in 2022/23. More information on qualification
grading approaches in 2023 and in 2022 can be found at Exam results
2023: 10 things to know about GCSE, AS and A level grades - The Ofqual A
blog and Vocational and technical qualifications grading in 2023 - The
Ofgual blog and Ofqual’s approach to grading assessments in summer
2022 article.

decreased in comparison to last year; the widest gap is the A level cohort.
Female students perform better than male students for all level 3 cohorts,
but gaps have decreased since 2021/22.

The rank order of attainment by ethnicity has remained almost unchanged
at A level through the Covid-pandemic; the Chinese ethnic group have the
highest APS and the Black or Black British ethnic group has the lowest.

The decrease in APS this year has affected all institution types. However, all
major institution types remain slightly higher than in 2018/19.

A There was an overall rise in the number of below level 3 entries across both

English and maths compared with 2021/22. This follows the return of the
summer exam series in 2021/22 and a drop in the proportion of pupils
achieving grades 4 or above in English and maths during key stage 4.


https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/a-level-and-other-16-to-18-results-2023-provisional?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=9951653e-5d6e-4b71-9d4b-c9b7316c2ff3&utm_content=immediately
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2023/07/10/exam-results-2023-10-things-to-know-about-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2023/07/10/exam-results-2023-10-things-to-know-about-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2023/07/10/exam-results-2023-10-things-to-know-about-gcse-as-and-a-level-grades/
https://ofqual.blog.gov.uk/2023/07/10/vocational-and-technical-qualifications-grading-in-2023/
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/ofquals-approach-to-grading-exams-and-assessments-in-summer-2022-and-autumn-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/ofquals-approach-to-grading-exams-and-assessments-in-summer-2022-and-autumn-2021
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now open to applicants

DfE — 2,500 new places on artificial intelligence and data science conversion courses how open to applicants —

Press release — updated 15 November 2023

A Change: Up to £24 million of funding from government, universities and industry partners’ changed to ‘€13.5
million of funding from government’ to clarify the level of government funding.

Graduates have the opportunity to apply for a place on artificial
intelligence (Al) and data science masters courses beginning in autumn
2020 and running through today.

e £13.5 million of funding from government will help bolster the
introduction of new and diverse talent into digital and tech roles

e anestimated 2.500 places will be available on new government

funded Al or data science conversion courses, with 1,000 Backed by £13.5 million of government funding, the government has joined
scholarships otfered to students from underrepresented forces with the Office for Students, universities and industry partners to increase
backgrounds the number of highly-skilled workers in Al and data science roles. The cash will

* funding has been awarded to 18 universities who are working with provide places for graduates from a range of backgrounds - both those that
partner providers to deliver courses in 28 universities and colleges have a degree in science, technology, engineering, maths or social sciences

across England and those that have studied other subjects to date.

The move will enable 2,500 people to develop new digital skills or Courses are open to anyone who meets a participating university’s entry
retrain to help find new employment in the UK’s cutting-edge Al and data requirements and details of how to apply are available on the universities’
science sectors. websites. Eligible applicants can apply for a scholarship through their

university. Please visit the Office for Student’s website for more
information.



https://www.gov.uk/government/news/2500-new-places-on-artificial-intelligence-and-data-science-conversion-courses-now-open-to-applicants?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=0d69f1b1-e8f6-4569-875e-fbbdc1f99737&utm_content=immediately
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/joinyouraifuture/
https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/for-students/planning-to-study/study-artificial-intelligence-and-data-science-as-a-postgraduate/
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A A new post, “Improving school attendance” has just been published on the Ofsted: schools and further education

& skills (FES) bloag.

OFSTED highlights a significant rise in persistent school absence, with
almost 1in 4 pupils missing 10% of sessions in autumn 2022. This is
nearly double the 2019 rate, raising concerns about its impact on
children.

The DfE underscores the crucial link between high attendance rates and
positive outcomes at all key stages. Even minor education gaps can
hinder a child's understanding of key concepts.

Schools are urged to prioritise attendance, demonstrating efforts to
improve, even if figures are currently below pre-pandemic levels.
OFSTED acknowledges factors beyond schools' control but expects
proactive measures for the highest possible attendance.

OFSTED emphasises strong communication with parents and pupils on
the importance of attendance. Examples of good practice are detailed in

the report on securing good attendance and tackling persistent absence.

\r/]Vatch the webinar on attendance @-fg‘?ga
ere:

Read the full blog post here

An update
on attendance

° Watch on YouTube

Resources

Ofsted’s report on securing good attendance and tackling persistent

absence includes examples of good practice for schools.

We have also published a webinar on attendance.

The Department for Education also provides support for schools to

improve attendance, including through their:

A toolkit for schools on communicating with families to support
attendance

A new data visualisation tool which makes it easier for teachers to
analyse attendance

A Attendance Action Alliance of national education and care leaders
(including Ofsted) who are working together to target the reasons
behind poor attendance

A Attendance Hubs, which are networks of schools that share best
practice and practical resources with each other

The NHS has also provided a guide for parents on when children maybe

too ill for school.

Ofsted hopes this blog underlines the importance of attendance, and how
they will ensure they are fair to schools as they navigate this difficult
challenge. The hope is that the support signposted here will help schools
to do all they can to ensure children are in school every day.


https://educationinspection.blog.gov.uk/2023/11/16/improving-school-attendance/
https://educationinspection.blog.gov.uk/
https://educationinspection.blog.gov.uk/
https://educationinspection.blog.gov.uk/2023/11/16/improving-school-attendance/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/securing-good-attendance-and-tackling-persistent-absence/securing-good-attendance-and-tackling-persistent-absence
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/securing-good-attendance-and-tackling-persistent-absence/securing-good-attendance-and-tackling-persistent-absence
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QryV8U7-mKY
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-improve-school-attendance/toolkit-for-schools-communicating-with-families-to-support-attendance#about-the-research
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-together-to-improve-school-attendance/toolkit-for-schools-communicating-with-families-to-support-attendance#about-the-research
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/access-your-school-attendance-data
https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/attendance-alliance-group
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-to-tackle-post-pandemic-absence-rates-with-new-support
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QryV8U7-mKY
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A A new post, “How we inspect safequarding in schools” was published last week on the Ofsted: schools and further education & skills (FES) blog.

Introduction: The blog discusses Ofsted's approach to safeguarding during school
inspections, emphasizing the importance of keeping children safe and the
alignment with the Department for Education's expectations outlined in Keeping
Children Safe in Education (KCSIE).

Culture of Safeguarding:

A Ofsted highlights the significance of a 'culture of safeguarding,’ emphasising an
open and positive environment that prioritises pupils' interests.

A Inspectors evaluate the established safeguarding culture, considering multiple
pieces of evidence to assess the effectiveness of safeguarding arrangements.

Before the Inspection:

A Schools receive a day's notice before the inspection, outlining the required
documents and information for review.

A Specific information related to safeguarding, including the single central record,
referrals to the local authority, and open cases, is requested before the
inspection.

During the Inspection:

A Safeguarding discussions are woven throughout the inspection, informed by
provided information and records.

A Main activities include reviewing the single central record, meeting with the
designated safeguarding lead (DSL), and discussions with staff and pupils.

Reviewing the Single Central Record:

A Inspection starts with a review of the single central record, checking against
minimum recording requirements.

A Questions may cover recruitment practices, advertisement procedures, and staff
induction to ensure suitability for working with children.

Meeting with the DSL.:

A Inspectors meet with the designated safeguarding lead (DSL) to explore the safeguarding
culture, inquire about incidents since the last inspection, and assess staff training and
awareness.

A Information-sharing and timely response to concerns are crucial aspects evaluated during
this meeting.

Discussions with Staff and Pupils:

A Inspectors prioritize discussions with staff and pupils to understand training, actions on
concerns, and pupils' feelings of having someone to talk to.

A Age-appropriate conversations with pupils ensure a careful evaluation without making
assumptions.

Making a Judgement:

A Inspectors reflect on gathered evidence to judge safeguarding as effective or ineffective,
with 99% of inspections in the last academic year resulting in effective safeguarding.

A 'Minor safeguarding improvements' may be identified, focusing on administrative errors
without immediate impact on pupil safety.

Judgement Impact on Overall Grade:

A Schools judged to have effective safeguarding with minor improvements can still be rated
as good or outstanding.

A In cases of inadequate safeguarding, a monitoring inspection within three months focuses
on improvements, potentially leading to an improved overall grade.

Reassurance for Schools:

A Ofsted assures that schools complying with KCSIE and fostering an open and positive
safeguarding culture will be judged to have effective safeguarding.

Read the full blog post here



https://educationinspection.blog.gov.uk/2023/11/09/how-we-inspect-safeguarding-in-schools/
https://educationinspection.blog.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping-children-safe-in-education--2
https://educationinspection.blog.gov.uk/2023/11/09/how-we-inspect-safeguarding-in-schools/
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DfE — Promoting children and younq people's mental health and wellbeing — Guidance — updated 16
November 2023

A Change: Retagged as belonging to OHID (rather than PHE).

Free school transport explained: From who’s eligible to

Anti-bullying week how it works
) A
2023: 5 ways we ?f%%”&?én mediaofficer, 3 November 2023 - Schools
support schools to -
dealwith bullying ‘\ %
. . ; A Department
Bullying in school or N % | forEducation

college can have a
devastating effect on
children, young people and
their families. We're
committed to helping
schools tackle bullying,
supporting them to create
a calm environment where
everyone feels safe. Here
are 5wayswe’re ...

»"

ANTI-BULLYING WEEK 2023:
é 5 WAYS WE SUPPORT SCHOOLS
* TO DEAL WITH BULLYING

SCHOOL

TRAVEL

FROM WHO IS
ELIGIBLE TO
HOW IT WORKS

10


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/promoting-children-and-young-peoples-emotional-health-and-wellbeing?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=8e28bd66-0bfe-4081-8685-176b5d3265c1&utm_content=immediately
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2023/11/13/anti-bullying-week-2023-5-ways-we-support-schools-to-deal-with-bullying/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2023/11/03/free-school-transport-explained-eligible-free-travel/
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month support would not be offered this year

How schools with the
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https://schoolsweek.co.uk/are-schools-in-poorer-areas-now-getting-better-ofsted-grades/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/1-in-5-schools-face-handing-back-all-their-tutoring-cash/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/schools-working-to-cut-absences-will-be-judged-favourably-says-ofsted/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/gcse-students-set-to-be-given-exam-aids-for-one-more-year/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/damian-hinds-returns-to-dfe-as-minister-of-state/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/how-schools-with-the-poorest-intakes-boosted-progress/
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Continuing Professional
Development
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November

Governor Training: New to Governance

21st November, 5.30pm - 6.30pm
New to Governance — a session for new governors providing the knowledge, understanding and
skills to undertake roles effectively.

How to Really Teach Times Tables

23rd November, 1.30pm — 4pm

21st May, 3.45pm — 5pm

This two-part course will look at researched backed approaches to the teaching & learning of times
tables, including brain plasticity and the difference between memorization and automaticity. It
includes practical approaches that can be directly applied back in the classroom and support both
a whole school approach & policy development. The second part of the course will include further
challenge and reasoning and look at the administration of the MTC in year 4.

Early Years Maths: How to Create a Nation of Maths Lovers

28th November, 9.30am — 3pm

Children’s maths confidence at the start of school determines their later maths learning — so early
years practitioners can really make a difference to children’s life chances.

School Refusal with Guest Speaker, Sasha Evans from Uncommon Minds
29th November, 1.30pm — 3.30pm

BDSIP
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https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/519-governor-training-new-to-governance/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/814-how-to-really-teach-times-tables-so-that-children-understand-them-preparing-for-the-mtc/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/817-early-years-maths-how-to-create-a-nation-of-maths-lovers/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/815-attendance-network-school-refusal-with-guest-speaker-sasha-evans-from-uncommon-minds/























































