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Introduction BDSIP -

e We are providing regular weekly briefings which round up and summarise the advice and guidance issued by
DfE and more broadly.

e The aim is to make communication manageable and clear, helping school leaders and governors to filter
relevant information efficiently and effectively. In this briefing you will find a round-up of all the latest advice
and guidance so you can feel confident you have all the updates since the previous briefing.

e There are typically five sections to this briefing:
 National guidance
e BDSIP updates
e Horizons (as relevant)

e Additional resources

Lee Boyce
Chief Executive, BDSIP
Lee.Boyce@bdsip.co.uk
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Pupil attendance in schools
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DfE — Pupil attendance in schools — Official Statistics — updated 9 November 2023
A Change: ‘Pupil attendance in schools’ statistics updated to include data covering the period 11 September 2023

to 27 October 2023.
Headline facts and figures-2023

Overall absence rate Authorised absencerate Unauthorised absence rate

7.2% 4.9% 2.6%

during week commencing 16 October during week commencing 16 October during week commencing 16 October
2023 2023 2023

Overall absence rate Authorised absence rate Unauthorised absence rate

6.3% 4.1% 2.2%

academic year 2023/24 to date academic year 2023/24 to date academic year 2023/24 to date

Due to the majority of schools being closed for half term in the week
commencing 23 October, the latest data relates to the week commencing 16
October. Data for the week commencing 23 October is available at local
authority level for those not expected to observe half term in this week.

Absence increased slightly across all phases in the week before half term, in
line with patterns seen during 2022/23 and in historical attendance data.

The attendance rate (proportion of possible sessions attended) was 92.8%

across all schools in the week commencing 16 October 2023. The absence

rate was, therefore, 7.2% across all schools. By school type, the absence rates

across the week commencing 16 October 2023 were:

A 5.6% in state-funded primary schools (3.8% authorised and 1.9%
unauthorised)

A 8.9% in state-funded secondary schools (5.3% authorised and 3.6%
unauthorised)

A 13.2% in state-funded special schools (9.8% authorised and 3.4%
unauthorised)

The data shows that the attendance rate across the academic year to date was

03.7%. The absence rate was, therefore, 6.3% across all schools.

By school type, the absence rates across the academic year to date were:

A 4.8% in state-funded primary schools (3.3% authorised and 1.5%
unauthorised)

A 8.0% in state-funded secondary schools (5.0% authorised and 3.0%
unauthorised)

A 12.2% in state-funded special schools (9.2% authorised and 3.0%
unauthorised)

High-level national figures for the week commencing 4 September 2023 (first

week back) are available in the data catalogue below. For the full 2022/23

academic year and termly pupil absence data, including by characteristics

please see this historical publication.



https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=f3126e3d-a9be-4bc3-886b-36bb325f9f28&utm_content=immediately
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/attendance-in-education-and-early-years-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/pupil-attendance-in-schools/2023-week-29
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Offer a trainee teacher placement

Teacher training would not be possible without school placements. Schools
are an essential part of training. School placements allow trainee teachers to
get a variety of experience to enable them to:

A meet all the teachers’ standards

A achieve qualified teacher status (QTS)

We know that many schools view supporting the training of the next
generation of teachers as part of their professional purpose. By providing
school placements, they enable the pipeline of new teachers to the
profession. This may also provide an opportunity for schools to identify talent
for their own school recruitment needs.

This guidance explains the role of initial teaching training (ITT) placement
schools from September 2024.

Overview of schools placements

During their training, trainees must complete at least 2 school placements

over 24 weeks (or over 32 weeks on 4-year undergraduate ITT courses).

Trainees need to:

A teach children and young people: in their specified age range & from
different backgrounds

A gain experience of different approaches to: teaching, school organisation,
& management

Back to
Table of
Contents
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DfE — Offer a trainee teacher placement — Guidance — published 9 November 2023
A Explains what schools need to do to offer initial teaching training (ITT) placements from September 2024.

Offer an ITT placement

To offer a trainee teacher an ITT placement in your school, you need to partner
with an accredited ITT provider. Contact your nearest teaching school hub to
get advice on offering an ITT placement.

If you already offer ITT placements, you'll need to check that your existing ITT
provider is accredited to offer teacher training courses from September 2024. If
they are not, you’ll need to contact your local teaching school hub to get advice.
They’ll be able to help you find a local accredited ITT provider to work with.

Before the ITT placement begins

Schools host placements for trainees who are on a:

A fee-funded (non-salaried) route

A salaried route

Most trainees undertake a fee-funded ITT course. This means that they fund the
course, often with the support of tuition fee and maintenance loans. Trainees on
fee-funded routes will need to complete 2 contrasting school placements.
These are typically about half a term to a term in length. For some subjects,
there are bursaries and scholarships for eligible trainees on a fee-funded ITT
course.

Read the full guidance here.



https://www.gov.uk/guidance/offer-a-trainee-teacher-placement?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=2a5a8c39-55e2-4e2c-bd22-897df134eb6f&utm_content=immediately
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teachers-standards
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/initial-teacher-training-itt-forming-partnerships
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/initial-teacher-training-itt-forming-partnerships
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/teaching-school-hubs#find-a-teaching-school-hub
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/accredited-initial-teacher-training-itt-providers/list-of-providers-accredited-to-deliver-itt-from-september-2024
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/accredited-initial-teacher-training-itt-providers/list-of-providers-accredited-to-deliver-itt-from-september-2024
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/teaching-school-hubs#find-a-teaching-school-hub
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/offer-a-trainee-teacher-placement?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=2a5a8c39-55e2-4e2c-bd22-897df134eb6f&utm_content=immediately

Mandatory qualification for SENCOs
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DfE — Mandatory qualification for SENCOs — Guidance — updated 7 November 2023

A Change: Updated ‘Transition to national professional qualification for special educational needs co-ordinators’: changed a
subheading from ‘Appropriate qualifications for a SENCO’ to ‘Requirements for SENCOs’, and segmented paragraphs to clarify
who the information is aimed at. Moved information about updating the page and Special Educational Needs and Disability

Regulations 2014 to the top of the page.

In September 2009 it became law for every new SENCO in a mainstream school to
gain the Master’s level national award for special educational needs co-ordinator
(NASENCO) within 3 years of starting the job.

The leadership level national professional qualification (NPQ) will become the
mandatory qualification for SENCOs from September 2024, replacing the NASENCO
qualification. Teaching of the NPQ for SENCOs will begin in autumn 2024.

This was announced in the Department for Education’s SEND and alternative provision
improvement plan in March 2023.

We will update this page when further detail on the transition to the new NPQ becomes
available. We will also update the Special Educational Needs and Disability Regulations
2014 before September 2024 to reflect the changes.

Transition to national professional
qualification for special educational needs
co-ordinators

HTML

Requirements for SENCOs
SENCOs who have already obtained the NASENCO will not need to complete the new

NPQ.

From September 2024, all SENCOs and aspiring SENCOs will:

A need to take the NPQ if they have not completed or started the NASENCO

A still need to complete training within 3 years of appointment — schools and SENCOs
must ensure they enrol on training that will meet this requirement

SENCOs appointed before 1 September 2009 will not be required to take the NPQ but
will be expected to ensure compliance with the regulations.

SENCOs starting in role during the 2023 to 2024 academic year

SENCOs starting in post during the 2023 to 2024 academic year should do one of the
following to meet the statutory requirements for the role:

A start the NASENCO before September 2024

A enrol on an NPQ course starting no later than Spring 2025

Aspiring SENCOs
Aspiring SENCOs wishing to complete the NASENCO must begin the course before
September 2024 to meet the requirements.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mandatory-qualification-for-sencos?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=a3480050-36d1-4029-8bd3-d13d349abe8c&utm_content=immediately
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-professional-qualifications-npqs
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-and-alternative-provision-improvement-plan
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-and-alternative-provision-improvement-plan
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/1530/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/1530/contents/made
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mandatory-qualification-for-sencos/transition-to-national-professional-qualification-for-special-educational-needs-co-ordinators
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Prospects for career in Ofsted: ‘Coasting’ School support staff
teaching ‘never been schools policy has unions accept £1,925 pay
better’, claims Gibb ‘raised the stakes), says deal
Schools minister says free schools have Splelman Pay deal will cost schools around £1bn,
liberated’ the teaching profe5§ion and Key findings from the chief inspector’s leaving budgets ‘tight’
MATSs let leaders advance earlier (potentially last) education committee
appearance
How we were
[ . Jack Dyson
The school hopln.g to empty prisons @ e , stoppe d from
and cut reoffending Hors from i autho I; SEND
There are no bars, no big steel doors. It's all very secure, but @ ® @ revea lng
therapeUtlc B see discussion Consultants, pay

¥ Exclusive ' ’ ’

8 o =

Transparency campaigners cry foul
as threat of injunction and massive
costs prevents public interest

~ reporting
® 2d


https://schoolsweek.co.uk/prospects-for-career-in-teaching-never-been-better-claims-gibb/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/ofsted-coasting-schools-policy-has-raised-the-stakes-says-spielman/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/school-support-staff-unions-accept-1925-pay-deal/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/gagged-pa-consulting-send-contract-millions-injunction/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/the-school-hoping-to-empty-prisons-and-cut-reoffending/
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November

EYFS Coordinator Network Meeting

14th November, 1pm — 3.30pm

Free to schools based in LBBD. This meeting will provide practitioners with an opportunity to
update their knowledge on new EYFS developments, share good practice, and network with other
EYFS coordinators.

SENCO Network
16th November, 3pm — 5pm
Free to LBBD schools. The SENCO network is a professional forum for sharing information

between SEND leaders in schools, specialist settings, the local authority, external service providers
and BDSIP.

Governor Training: New to Governance

21st November, 5.30pm - 6.30pm

New to Governance — a session for new governors providing the knowledge, understanding and
skills to undertake roles effectively.

How to Really Teach Times Tables

23rd November, 1.30pm — 4pm

21st May, 3.45pm — 5pm

This two-part course will look at researched backed approaches to the teaching & learning of times
tables, including brain plasticity and the difference between memorization and automaticity. It
includes practical approaches that can be directly applied back in the classroom and support both
a whole school approach & policy development. The second part of the course will include further
challenge and reasoning and look at the administration of the MTC in year 4.

Early Years Maths: How to Create a Nation of Maths Lovers

28th November, 9.30am — 3pm

Children’s maths confidence at the start of school determines their later maths learning — so early
years practitioners can really make a difference to children’s life chances.

Back to
Table of
Contents
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School Refusal with Guest Speaker, Sasha Evans from Uncommon Minds
29th November, 1.30pm - 3.30pm
An opportunity to discuss reasons for school refusal and how to overcome them.

Putting the SCERTS principles into practice

30th November, 9am - 12.30pm

The SCERTS practice principles are a good practice guide for implementing the SCERTS
framework into any setting. This session will focus on managing transitions, task engagement and
enabling environments.

Year 6 Writing at Greater Depth

30th November, 4pm — 5.30pm

This is an opportunity for year 6 teachers to come together to share their children's writing and to
have the support from trained moderators to assess how their children are progressing. We
recognise the challenge in achieving greater depth in writing and we aim to help clarify what
makes a greater depth writer.

December

Primary Deputy Heads Professional Learning Network

6th December, 2pm — 4pm

This will be an opportunity for deputy heads from primary schools to meet every half term to share
practice and explore challenges. We aim to create a safe space to learn and grow collaboratively.



https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/633-eyfs-coordinator-network-meeting/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/394-senco-network/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/519-governor-training-new-to-governance/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/814-how-to-really-teach-times-tables-so-that-children-understand-them-preparing-for-the-mtc/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/817-early-years-maths-how-to-create-a-nation-of-maths-lovers/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/815-attendance-network-school-refusal-with-guest-speaker-sasha-evans-from-uncommon-minds/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/224-putting-the-scerts-principles-into-practice/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/818-year-6-writing-at-greater-depth/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/675-primary-deputy-heads-professional-learning-network/
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Continuing Professional

Development

January

SENCO Network
18th January, 3pm — 5pm
Free to LBBD schools. The SENCO network is a professional forum for sharing information

between SEND leaders in schools, specialist settings, the local authority, external service providers
and BDSIP.

Teacher Assessment in Writing at the end of KS2

23rd January, 1.30pm — 4pm

This course is an opportunity for year 6 teachers to moderate their children’s writing evidence
using the teacher assessment frameworks at the end of KS2. It will support preparation for
moderation and there will be an opportunity to unpick examples of standardised writing that are
used to train moderators.

AET Schools Making Sense of Autism GAP Progression

24th January, 9am — 4pm

A full day session covering AET's training sessions: Making Sense of Autism, Good Autism Practice,
and Progression Materials

Primary Deputy Heads Professional Learning Network

24th January, 2pm — 4pm

This will be an opportunity for deputy heads from primary schools to meet every half term to share
practice and explore challenges. We aim to create a safe space to learn and grow collaboratively.

Primary Geography Professional Learning Network

25th January, 1.30pm — 3.30pm

Network meetings for Geography leads. Each meeting will contain updates (including Ofsted),
content around a curriculum theme, an opportunity to discuss planning and experiences of subject
leadership with colleagues.

Back to
Table of
Contents
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Understanding and Developing the Role of New and Nearly New Maths Subject Leaders
29th January, 9.30am — 4pm

These three sessions will support NEW and NEARLY NEW (and even existing) maths subject
leaders in understanding and developing their role to implement, monitor and improve the
teaching and learning of mathematics within their school.

Secondary Religious Education Network Meeting

30th January, 4pm — 6pm

This secondary religious education network meeting offers the opportunity to share updates,
receive subject support, and share best practice.

February

Primary Computing Professional Learning Network
7" February, 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Professional forum for subject leader development, updates and sharing good practice.

ARP Network for Autism

7t February, 3.30pm — 5pm

ARP Network Meeting for Autism for leads and ARP teachers to share good practice and
professionally support each other with next steps.

AET Early Years Making Sense of Autism GAP Progression

8t February, 9am — 4pm

A full day session covering AET's training sessions: Making Sense of Autism, Good Autism Practice,
and Progression Materials

Primary Art Professional Learning Network

9th February, 1.30pm — 3.30pm

This course will support the development of subject leaders professional knowledge and
understanding of the art curriculum in primary school.



https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/394-senco-network/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/686-teacher-assessment-in-writing-at-the-end-of-ks2/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/802-aet-schools-making-sense-of-autism-gap-progression/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/675-primary-deputy-heads-professional-learning-network/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/811-primary-geography-professional-learning-network/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/816-understanding-and-developing-the-role-of-new-and-nearly-new-maths-subject-leaders/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/707-secondary-religious-education-network-meeting/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/656-primary-computing-professional-learning-network/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/8-arp-network-for-autism/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/803-aet-early-years-making-sense-of-autism-gap-progression/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/807-primary-art-professional-learning-network/

SEND and Inclusion
Conference

SEND and Inclusion

Conference

UDL: A Framework for

Inclusion

Thursday, 14th December
CEME Business Campus

Book your place
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Assoclate Professor, Author,
Teacher Fellow at De Montfort
University, Editor, Network

Founder, PFHEA, CATE
winner

International speaker, Policy
Adviser, Author, Head of
Department, UCL IOE

Psychology and Human
Development



https://bdsip.co.uk/featuredevents/send-and-inclusion-conference-the-universal-design-for-learning-a-framework-for-inclusion/
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Cchange a child’s story Bookmark
Bookmark is a children’s literacy charity with a simple mission, they want every child Corner
to read. They are currently working on a project to help primary schools in Barking & FREE reading resources for your school!
Dagenham to develop a Whole School Reading Culture and encourage reading for T A . ?‘~
pleasure through the distribution of their “Your Story Corner” packs. . 200 new, high quality books il % 7 5
suitable for children aged 4 - 9. B~ '
. - Annual subscription to Bookmark's
The packs include £2,000 worth of new books and resources and are completely childrer's magazine: The Story Corner.
free and without commitment. To find out more about what’s in the pack and how i
to apply, please visit Bookmark’s website: https://www.bookmarkreading.org/your- fThp'ht P
StOrV—COrner . resources through the "Your Story

Corner’ competition.

. Support and inspiration 4 s '
for ‘book chat' to create WQRTH
a Whole School Reading ~ OVER

Culture. 'o!.
Applications open on January 4, 2024, and the deadline to apply is the February i

4, 2024.

14 Registered Charity No. 117768


https://www.bookmarkreading.org/
https://www.bookmarkreading.org/your-story-corner
https://www.bookmarkreading.org/your-story-corner
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