
National Updates - Weekly Briefing
10th October 2023 



Introduction

• We are providing regular weekly briefings which round up and summarise the advice and guidance issued by 
DfE and more broadly. 

• The aim is to make communication manageable and clear, helping school leaders and governors to filter 
relevant information efficiently and effectively. In this briefing you will find a round-up of all the latest advice 
and guidance so you can feel confident you have all the updates since the previous briefing.

• There are typically five sections to this briefing:
• National guidance
• BDSIP updates
• Horizons (as relevant)
• Additional resources

Lee Boyce
Chief Executive, BDSIP
Lee.Boyce@bdsip.co.uk 

2

mailto:Lee.Boyce@bdsip.co.uk


Table of contents
The Table of Contents is designed to help you navigate the weekly briefing quickly and easily. Click on the slide or section title to take you 
directly to that slide. You can also click on the ‘Back to Table of Contents’ on the top right-hand side of each page to bring you directly back to 
this page!
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National Guidance
• Gillian Keegan and the DfE 
• No more mobile phones
• Chess…
• The Education Hub
• Round ups 
• In the news…

BDSIP Updates
• BDSIP CPD – October - November 
• BDSIP CPD – November - December
• Deputy Headteachers conference
• SEND and Inclusion Conference

Additional Resources
• Health Education Partnership
• Reds10 Workshops and Career Insight 

Sessions
• SecEd
• Dyscalculia – free event 
• New Wave English Hub upcoming events
• A 10-step guide to sharing information to 

safeguard children

Contact 
Us
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National guidance



Gillian Keegan and the DfE 

Speech:  Education Secretary addresses the Confederation of School Trusts

Gillian Keegan recognised the hard work of teachers and discussed the new Advanced British 
Standard at the Confederation of School Trusts annual conference.

A fairly bland speech with references to some of the recent policy announcements in the 
overarching frame of how the world and job market for the children of today will be different. 

References include 
• Introduction of the new Advanced British Standards for 16–19-year-olds.
Whilst a well written document which makes a reasonably compelling case, it is not to come into effect until 
2034/35…so not worth your attention if pushed for time  
• Recruitment and retention of teachers is getting £600 million mainly focused around shortage subjects, 

development of maths teaching and investment into the EEF and the Workload Reduction Taskforce .So no 
new money in real terms 

• The wellbeing charter gets a nod briefly 
• Expansion of the attendance hub programme keeps attendance very much on the agenda 
• The SEND change programme includes supporting mainstream schools to meet the needs of an increasing 

number of pupils but nothing new to the recent announcements 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/education-secretary-addresses-the-confederation-of-school-trusts
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/651d3c116a6955000d78b292/A_world-class_education_system_-_The_Advanced_British_Standard__print_ready_.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-taskforce-to-tackle-teacher-workload
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/education-staff-wellbeing-charter
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/thousands-more-pupils-to-receive-support-to-improve-attendance
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/transformational-reform-begins-for-children-and-young-people-with-send


No more mobile phones

Press release: Mobile phone use to be banned in schools in England
Mobile phone use should be banned in schools across England to improve behaviour, the Education Secretary Gillian 
Keegan announced today.
New guidance from the Department for Education will back head teachers in banning mobile phone use throughout 
the school day, including at break times, to tackle disruptive behaviour and online bullying while boosting attention 
during lessons. It aims to support the wider work the government is doing to raise standards in schools by increasing 
students’ focus and reducing distractions.
This ban supports the hard work of teachers and education staff – and continues to build on government’s reforms 
backed up by the highest level of funding for schools in history, in real terms, of nearly £60 billion by 2024-25.
The move will bring England in line with other countries that have already implemented a ban, including France, Italy 
and Portugal. It follows warnings from the United Nations on the risks of smartphones in schools and government data 
that found around a third (29%) of secondary school pupils reported mobile phones being used when they were not 
supposed to in most, or all, lessons. 
If schools fail to implement the new guidance, the government will consider legislating in the future to make the 
guidance statutory.
Tom Bennett, school behaviour advisor said:
This is a fantastic move forward for ensuring that students are able to work, learn and grow in a place free from the 
distracting influence of mobile phones. Schools that have already banned them report that students are safer, 
happier and able to focus far more than they were before- and it’s popular with them too. And heads should now be 
reassured that their efforts to keep schools mobile-free will be backed by the DfE. This is a positive and progressive 
step forward.
The guidance will set out limited exemptions where necessary - for example, where children require their phones for 
medical reasons.
The ban builds on a £10 million investment in behaviour hubs which support up to 700 schools to improve behaviour 
alongside the appointment of a new behavioural taskforce led by DfE’s behaviour tsar Tom Bennett.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/news/mobile-phone-use-to-be-banned-in-schools-in-england?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications-topic&utm_source=87ccfe8c-673b-48f1-a871-2cebdeeac55f&utm_content=immediately


Chess…

Guidance.  Strengthening chess in primary schools.  6th October 2023
Explains how primary schools can apply for funding to increase access to chess for pupils.

Eligible primary schools can claim up to £2,000 to support chess provision among their pupils. This funding will help schools to:
• Run regular chess activities as part of their enrichment offer
• Encourage those particularly underrepresented in chess to participate, for example girls and pupils who are eligible for free school meals
• Increase pupil participation in competitive chess opportunities

Eligibility
This grant is for educational settings that have primary provision in England with a percentage of pupils on free school meals at or over 
57.5%.
If you have provision beyond primary, you must use the grant funding for primary aged pupils, although other pupils may benefit from the 
funding, for example, by using purchased chess sets.

What the funding is for
You can use the funding according to your school’s need. Some examples include using it to:
• Access an online weekly chess club
• Buy chess sets for the school
• Cover the cost of chess tournaments including access and entry
• Cover the cost of in-person tutors for pupils Email your completed forms to

Chess.GRANT@education.gov.uk
before 12pm on 31 October 2023.
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https://www.gov.uk/guidance/strengthening-chess-in-primary-schools
mailto:Chess.GRANT@education.gov.uk


The Education Hub

About the Education Hub
The Education Hub is a site for parents, 
pupils, education professionals and the 
media that captures all you need to know 
about the education system. You’ll find 
accessible, straightforward information on 
popular topics, Q&As, interviews, case 
studies, and more.
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https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2023/09/28/what-are-ghost-children-and-why-is-school-attendance-important/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2023/09/18/how-were-reducing-teacher-workload/
https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2023/09/15/everything-you-need-to-know-about-nasuwts-action-short-of-strike-action/


Round ups 

Guidance:  National funding formula tables for schools and high needs: 2024 to 2025 – updated 6th October 23

Guidance:  Managing asbestos in your school or college – what to do if things go wrong – updated 6th October 23

Guidance:  PE and sport premium for primary schools. Updated 6 October 2023
Updated the payment dates for 2023 to 2024. Added the link to the 2023 to 2024 conditions of grant.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-funding-formula-tables-for-schools-and-high-needs-2024-to-2025
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/asbestos-management-in-schools/what-to-do-if-things-go-wrong
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/pe-and-sport-premium-for-primary-schools


In the news…
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https://schoolsweek.co.uk/dfe-made-370m-error-in-school-funding-calculations/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/ofsted-spielman-grumpier-post-covid-world-driving-parent-complaint-hike/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/what-will-it-take-to-make-maths-to-18-a-reality/
https://schoolsweek.co.uk/how-are-cost-of-living-pressures-on-families-affecting-schools/
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BDSIP Updates



Continuing Professional 
Development
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October
Primary Computing Professional Learning Network
12th October, 1.30pm – 3.30pm
Professional forum for subject leader development, updates and sharing good practice.

Primary Maths Professional Learning Network
17th October, 1.30pm – 3.30pm
This course will not only be an opportunity to network with maths subject leaders from across the 
borough, but it will also deliver high quality CPD based on the latest research.

Secondary Religious Education Network
17th October, 4pm – 6pm
This secondary religious education network meeting offers the opportunity to share updates, 
receive subject support, and share best practice.

Professional Learning Community for SEND
19th October, 3.30pm – 5pm
This network is a professional learning community for SENCOs and Inclusion leads. The aim of this 
community is to provide a forum for learning and reflection that supports the development of 
inclusive practice within your school settings.

November
Governor Training: Understanding performance data in primary schools
1st November, 1.30pm – 3.30pm
Gain understanding of the role that pupil performance data plays in governance, the key sources 
of data, and how to use data to inform questions we ask at governance meetings

AET: Managing Anxiety and Supporting Emotional Regulation
2nd November, 9am – 3.30pm
Managing Anxiety and Supporting Emotional Regulation delivered on behalf of the Autism 
Education Trust.

Primary Religious Education Network Meeting
7th November, 1.30pm – 4pm
This primary religious education network meeting offers the opportunity to share updates, receive 
subject support, and share best practice.

AET: Understanding Good Autism Practice and the AET Frameworks for Leaders
8th November, 1.30pm – 4pm
The Understanding Good Autism Practice and the AET Frameworks for Leaders module is part of 
the Suite of Resources for Leaders. It has been compiled for leaders and leadership teams within 
education settings to embed culture change across their provision and support them on their 
journey to become an outstanding and inclusive setting. The resources will support leaders to fully 
embed the 8 principles of good autism practice as outlined in the Good Autism Practice Report.

Understanding and Developing the Role of New and Nearly New Maths Subject Leaders (3-part 
CPD)
9th November, 9.30am – 12pm
29th January, 1.30pm – 4pm
15th April, 1.30pm – 4pm
These three sessions will support NEW and NEARLY NEW (and even existing) maths subject 
leaders in understanding and developing their role to implement, monitor and improve the 
teaching and learning of mathematics within their school.

Secondary Science Leads Network Meeting
9th November, 2pm – 4pm
The aim of our network meeting is to provide an opportunity to build connections with other 
Science Leads, share ideas and examples of good practice.

https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/656-primary-computing-professional-learning-network/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/690-primary-maths-professional-learning-network/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/707-secondary-religious-education-network-meeting/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/581-professional-learning-community-for-send/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/680-governor-training-understanding-performance-data-in-primary-schools/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/808-aet-managing-anxiety-and-supporting-emotional-regulation/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/708-primary-religious-education-network-meeting/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/379-aet-understanding-good-autism-practice-and-the-aet-frameworks-for-leaders/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/816-understanding-and-developing-the-role-of-new-and-nearly-new-maths-subject-leaders/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/816-understanding-and-developing-the-role-of-new-and-nearly-new-maths-subject-leaders/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/777-secondary-science-network/


Continuing Professional 
Development
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Primary Science and D&T Professional Learning Network
10th November, 9.30am – 4pm
The Primary Science and D&T Subject Leader Network will support subject leaders to develop in 
their role through subject-specific training, regular updates, and opportunities to share best 
practice.

EYFS Coordinator Network Meeting
14th November, 1pm – 3.30pm
Free to schools based in LBBD. This meeting will provide practitioners with an opportunity to 
update their knowledge on new EYFS developments, share good practice, and network with other 
EYFS coordinators.

Primary English Professional Learning Network
16th November, 1.30pm – 3.30pm
This is an opportunity to meet termly with colleagues from across the borough to discuss different 
aspects of the primary English curriculum. It is a forum where we can share our successes and 
challenges, creating opportunities for school-to-school support and development. Through these 
sessions we will also explore current research findings and implications for classroom practice.

SENCO Network
16th November, 3pm – 5pm
Free to LBBD schools. The SENCO network is a professional forum for sharing information 
between SEND leaders in schools, specialist settings, the local authority, external service providers 
and BDSIP.

Governor Training: New to Governance
21st November, 5.30pm – 6.30pm
New to Governance – a session for new governors providing the knowledge, understanding and 
skills to undertake roles effectively.

How to Really Teach Times Tables
23rd November, 1.30pm – 4pm
This two part course will look at researched backed approaches to the teaching & learning of times 
tables, including brain plasticity and the difference between memorization and automaticity. It 
includes practical approaches that can be directly applied back in the classroom and support both 
a whole school approach & policy development. The second part of the course will include further 
challenge and reasoning and look at the administration of the MTC in year 4.

Early Years Maths: How to Create a Nation of Maths Lovers
28th November, 9.30am – 3pm
Children’s maths confidence at the start of school determines their later maths learning – so early 
years practitioners can really make a difference to children’s life chances.

School Refusal with Guest Speaker, Sasha Evans from Uncommon Minds
29th November, 1.30pm – 3.30pm
An opportunity to discuss reasons for school refusal and how to overcome them.

Putting the SCERTS principles into practice
30th November, 9am – 12.30pm
The SCERTS practice principles are a good practice guide for implementing the SCERTS 
framework into any setting. This session will focus on managing transitions, task engagement and 
enabling environments.

December
Primary Deputy Heads Professional Learning Network
6th December, 2pm – 4pm
This will be an opportunity for deputy heads from primary schools to meet every half term to share 
practice and explore challenges. We aim to create a safe space to learn and grow collaboratively.

https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/27-primary-science-dt-subject-leader-network-meetings/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/633-eyfs-coordinator-network-meeting/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/684-primary-english-professional-learning-network/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/394-senco-network/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/519-governor-training-new-to-governance/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/814-how-to-really-teach-times-tables-so-that-children-understand-them-preparing-for-the-mtc/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/817-early-years-maths-how-to-create-a-nation-of-maths-lovers/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/815-school-refusal-with-guest-speaker-sasha-evans-from-uncommon-minds/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/224-putting-the-scerts-principles-into-practice/
https://bdsip.co.uk/arlo/events/675-primary-deputy-heads-professional-learning-network/


Deputy Headteachers 
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Deputy Headteachers Conference
Tower Hamlets Professional Development Centre

3rd November 2023

Dr Zachary Walker
Head of department, UCL 
IOE Psychology and Human 
Development

Kikelomo Grace Agunbiade
Facilitator, Researcher, 
Strategy Consultant

Click here to register

https://bdsip.co.uk/featuredevents/deputy-headteachers-conference/


SEND and Inclusion 
Conference
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SEND and Inclusion 
Conference

UDL: A Framework for 
Inclusion

Thursday, 14th December
CEME Business Campus

Book your place

Kevin Merry
Associate Professor, Author, 
Teacher Fellow at De Montfort 
University, Editor, Network 
Founder, PFHEA, CATE 
winner

Dr Zachary Walker
International speaker, Policy 
Adviser, Author, Head of 
Department, UCL IOE 
Psychology and Human 
Development

https://bdsip.co.uk/featuredevents/send-and-inclusion-conference-the-universal-design-for-learning-a-framework-for-inclusion/
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Additional resources



Health Education Partnership
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LBBD PSHE Network Meetings (Via Zoom) - Free for schools

For Primary Schools
Date & Time: Tuesday 10th October, 1 to 3 pm
Booking: Barking and Dagenham Primary PSHE Network – Health Education Partnership

For Secondary Schools
Date & Time: Thursday 12th October, 1 to 3 pm
Booking: Baking and Dagenham Secondary PSHE Network – Health Education Partnership

Assessment in PSHE (Via Zoom) - Free for schools

For Secondary Schools
Date & Time: Tuesday 5th December, 1 to 3 pm
Booking: Assessment in PSHE (Secondary) – Health Education Partnership

For Primary Schools
Date & Time: Thursday 7th December, 1 to 3 pm
Booking: Assessment in PSHE (Primary) – Health Education Partnership

https://healtheducationpartnership.com/all-events/314-283/
https://healtheducationpartnership.com/all-events/674-865/
https://healtheducationpartnership.com/all-events/415-2-769/
https://healtheducationpartnership.com/all-events/552-211/
https://healtheducationpartnership.com/all-events/530-628/


Reds10 Workshops and 
Career Insight Sessions
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SecEd
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https://www.sec-ed.co.uk/content/webinars/the-seced-webinar-ofsted-and-the-curriculum-current-inspection-trends
https://www.sec-ed.co.uk/content/best-practice/understanding-and-addressing-staff-resistance-to-cpd
https://www.sec-ed.co.uk/content/podcasts/the-seced-podcast-how-to-teach-oracy-skills-in-the-secondary-school-classroom


Dyscalculia – free event 

Wednesday, 11 October – Free event – Book here 
Awareness of Developmental Dyscalculia: Uplifting Practice
Join us for a discussion panel on developmental dyscalculia and the launch of our ADD UP 
toolkit to support students with Dyscalculia
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https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/awareness-of-developmental-dyscalculia-uplifting-practice-tickets-677223262007?aff=oddtdtcreator


New Wave English Hub upcoming events
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Medium Level 
Support Flyer

To book a place at one of 
our Medium Level 

Support events please 
use this link.

If you have any queries, 
please contact 

englishhub@newwavefed
eration.co.uk

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1W237sesRWOdv4BCp63dJBMiH6rx3R3gC/view?usp=sharing
mailto:englishhub@newwavefederation.co.uk
mailto:englishhub@newwavefederation.co.uk


A 10-step guide to sharing information to 
safeguard children

Back to 
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Introduction
This is a 10-step guide on data protection considerations when sharing 
personal information for child safeguarding purposes. It aims to help you 
feel confident about sharing information when you need to safeguard a 
child or young person at risk of harm.
It does not tell you how to safeguard children and young people, but it 
does give you practical advice on data protection as part of the 
safeguarding process. The ICO’s role is as the regulator of information 
rights, not of safeguarding practices.

Who is this guidance for?
This guide is aimed at people who are involved in safeguarding children: 
at all levels, and in all sectors in the UK.
There is no single definition of safeguarding. Sharing information to 
safeguard children includes:
• preventing harm;
• promoting the welfare of a child; and
• identifying risk in order to prevent harm (especially helpful where the 

risk may not be obvious to a single person or organisation).

Follow these 10 steps:
• Step 1: Be clear about how data protection can help you share 

information to safeguard a child.
• Step 2: Identify your objective for sharing information, and share the 

information you need to, in order to safeguard a child.
• Step 3: Develop clear and secure policies and systems for sharing 

information.
• Step 4: Be clear about transparency and individual rights.
• Step 5: Assess the risks and share as needed.
• Step 6: Enter into a data sharing agreement.
• Step 7: Follow the data protection principles.
• Step 8: Share information using the right lawful basis.
• Step 9: Share information in an emergency.
• Step 10: Read our data sharing code of practice.

https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/uk-gdpr-guidance-and-resources/data-sharing/a-10-step-guide-to-sharing-information-to-safeguard-children#step-1
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/uk-gdpr-guidance-and-resources/data-sharing/a-10-step-guide-to-sharing-information-to-safeguard-children#step-1
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/uk-gdpr-guidance-and-resources/data-sharing/a-10-step-guide-to-sharing-information-to-safeguard-children#step-2
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/uk-gdpr-guidance-and-resources/data-sharing/a-10-step-guide-to-sharing-information-to-safeguard-children#step-2
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/uk-gdpr-guidance-and-resources/data-sharing/a-10-step-guide-to-sharing-information-to-safeguard-children#step-3
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/uk-gdpr-guidance-and-resources/data-sharing/a-10-step-guide-to-sharing-information-to-safeguard-children#step-3
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/uk-gdpr-guidance-and-resources/data-sharing/a-10-step-guide-to-sharing-information-to-safeguard-children#step-4
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/uk-gdpr-guidance-and-resources/data-sharing/a-10-step-guide-to-sharing-information-to-safeguard-children#step-5
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/uk-gdpr-guidance-and-resources/data-sharing/a-10-step-guide-to-sharing-information-to-safeguard-children#step-6
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/uk-gdpr-guidance-and-resources/data-sharing/a-10-step-guide-to-sharing-information-to-safeguard-children#step-7
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/uk-gdpr-guidance-and-resources/data-sharing/a-10-step-guide-to-sharing-information-to-safeguard-children#step-8
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/uk-gdpr-guidance-and-resources/data-sharing/a-10-step-guide-to-sharing-information-to-safeguard-children#step-9
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/uk-gdpr-guidance-and-resources/data-sharing/data-sharing-a-code-of-practice/
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-le-processing/scope-and-key-definitions/#2
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-le-processing/scope-and-key-definitions/#3
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Contact us



Contacts

All feedback and questions are welcome. If you have any queries about any aspects of this briefing or any wider 
issues, please use the contacts below:

• Lee Boyce, Chief Executive – lee.boyce@bdsip.co.uk 
• Paul Claydon, Senior School Improvement Adviser, Secondary – paul.claydon@bdsip.co.uk 
• Kate Gooding, Senior School Improvement Adviser, Primary – kate.gooding@bdsip.co.uk 
• Hannah Hamid, Senior Inclusion Adviser – hannah.hamid@bdsip.co.uk 
• Nicole Leah, Senior Inclusion Adviser – nicole.leah@bdsip.co.uk 
• Aasiya Hassan, Head of Careers and Work Experience – aasiya.hassan@bdsip.co.uk 
• Mike Ormerod, Head of Central Services and Operations  – mike.ormerod@bdsip.co.uk 

• General enquiries – info@bdsip.co.uk 
• CPD enquiries – cpdevents@bdsip.co.uk 
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Thank you

bdsip.co.uk
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